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> 1. Introduction and aims

“Every student can learn, just not on the same day, or the same way.”
George Evans

Merrywood Education is an independent special school for pupils aged 7 to 11 (KS2) with complex needs
including social, emotional, mental health (SEMH) difficulties, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
and Autism (ASC), providing trauma-informed education. Merrywood Education aims to nurture and
support children educationally, socially, morally and physically. Our core aims are to:

• Provide a stable, consistent and therapeutic environment in which children can develop respect, self-
esteem and an ability to value themselves and others

• Develop the children's own moral values and self-awareness

• Provide a framework in which children develop an understanding of their personal strengths, needs and
capabilities

• Facilitate academic progress that will enable the children to successfully access the next phase in their
education

We create these by:

• Instilling a desire to learn by setting relevant targets, providing appropriate support, and rewarding
achievement

• Developing lively, enquiring minds fostered by increasingly independent learning

• Encouraging parents to be active partners in their children's education

• Fostering self-reliance and motivation

• Providing a safe, stimulating and nurturing learning environment

• Encouraging children to act creatively and with imagination

• Supporting an understanding of the children’s pasts which will help them to live successfully in the
present, and to plan intelligently for the future

• Promoting cooperation in all aspects of school life

• Discussing, debating and valuing the differences and diversity within our school
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Merrywood Education offers a secure, stable, home-like environment in which children can learn not only
academic skills but also the social, emotional, behavioural and communication skills to aid them to live
happy, functional and fulfilling lives. Our framework has been developed by our multi-disciplinary team with
the various needs of our children at the centre. We aim for whole child development and improved
resilience, with the aim that some of our children being able to transfer to an appropriate mainstream
secondary for key stage 3.

Our curriculum is diverse, innovative and dynamic, created to incorporate all of the core subjects alongside
a therapeutic and thematic collection of foundation subjects. Our ‘Nurturing Children Through Education’
theory has enabled us to keep the children and our families in the centre of our ‘Merrywood Needs Based
Curriculum’. This means that our children are taking ownership of their learning and are able to gain early
life, career and social skills.

We have a rich team of teachers, therapists, SLT and Trusted Adults all of whom have increased diversity
within our curriculum and had the innovation to steer children towards skill-based learning, whilst
maintaining strong prescriptive core subjects. The result of this collaborative approach means our
curriculum is cross-curricular, meaningful and relevant with carefully chosen topics that will inspire and
immerse children into well rounded learning.

At Merrywood Education, we understand that innovation is created by broadening mindsets and skills. We
offer a range of enrichment lessons such as:

• Outdoor exploring: using map reading, den building, fire starting, rock climbing and abseiling to
increase children’s critical thinking, risk assessing, team building, conflict management and building
tolerance and resilience

• Animal Care: aimed at increasing children’s empathy and understanding basic care of animals and
humans

• Personal Development: aimed at societal exploration and building critical thinkers who are prepared
for life in the real world. Topics cover social issues such as poverty, gender inequality and racism

• Life Skills: aimed to increase early career skills, personal life skills and developing empathy through
baby care
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> 2. Our curriculum

We follow the national curriculum objectives but deliver lessons in a format tailored to the learning styles of
our children. Our connected curriculum, which places our children’s personal and social development at
the very centre, will help to create well rounded, happy children. It will encourage children to re-engage in
education, develop improved control over their behaviours and a deeper sense of self as a member of the
school community. In addition, we will offer a range of trips, visits and visitors to enrich our curriculum.
During the school year we further enhance the formal curriculum with specialist workshops (e.g. in music
and drama) and other activities (e.g. social events and charity fundraising). We invite appropriate
professionals from a range of disciplines to actively work with us to support child progress.

Broad Guidelines - The Curriculum includes:

Core Subjects:

• English

• Maths

• Science

• PSHE (Includes Life Skills)

• P.E.

• Computer science

• SEMH

None Core Subjects:

• History

• Geography

• Music

• Art and Design

• Food and nutrition technology

• Design technology

• R.E.

Non-core subjects are allocated less time than the core and focus on depth of study rather subject
coverage and will relate to the local environment where possible. Links between the subjects are identified,
but it is important that children have some experience of the discreet subjects that they will meet after
transferring to high school. Some subjects have links to a range of NC subjects – e.g. PSHE – English,
Science, Citizenship, R.E. Languages, P.E. History, Geography, DT, Forest School learning – Science, Maths,
P.E., DT, Art,
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Delivery - Customised learning programmes

All children joining the school will have and EHC plan identifying specific special needs and staff will review
the records available in preparation. On entry, children are assessed in Reading, Writing and Maths and
provided with an individual learning plan matched to their needs and delivered through intensive one to
one teaching. Many children may have gaps in their learning due to irregular schooling and with intensive
support will be able to catch up quickly so that they can perform at the age related expectations for KS2.
Those children who despite a period of intensive support, are not able to access the KS1 or KS2 curriculum,
will be provided with a learning programme that meets their needs (e.g the ‘Equals’ programme that
provides curriculum opportunities for children working at P Standards 1 to 6).

Work is carefully differentiated in order to meet the individual needs of children and regular assessment
ensures continuity and progression. Each child has individually tailored positive expectations for
achievement. This ensures they are challenged appropriately and experience success frequently.

Termly targets for literacy and numeracy skills are set and progress assessed carefully and frequently.
Individual behaviour targets are discussed with the child on a daily basis and are monitored, reviewed and
revised regularly in line with the EHCP.

All children have Annual Reviews where a detailed report is produced assessing attitude, attainment and
progress.

Learning Styles

The curriculum is designed to promote learning styles which reflect a practical and hands on approach
which will support children’s self-confidence, resilience, independence and personal emotional and social
development.

These include:

• Role play

• Problem solving

• Learning through real life situations

• Practical activities

• Visual/auditory learning

• Research

• Links to the local environment

• Use of ICT/digital resources as an integral aspect
of everyday life.

• Projects/investigations

• Hot seating

• Physical activities

• Independent learning

• Learning styles are personalised and customised to meet each individual’s needs and all staff are involved
in this process, ensuring that priority targets (e.g communication, independence, sensory) are built in to
planned activities

Personal Development and Behaviour

A behaviour management programme is in place and is continually reviewed; staff training in the
management of children/ young people with emotional and social needs is ongoing. Merrywood has a team
approach, teachers, trusted adults, therapists, and other professionals are all involved in monitoring
children’s progress using individual education and behaviour plans.
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Equality and Protected Characteristics

All children, regardless of their needs, abilities, backgrounds and protected characteristics (Listed below)
are given full access to our curriculum.

Equal opportunities are at the heart of Merrywood’s philosophy and practice.

• Age

• Disability

• Gender

• Race

• Religion or Belief

• Sex

This underpins our approach to planning and delivering learning opportunities and our focus on
accessibility for all. We take our responsibilities to overcome potential learning barriers and support diverse
learning needs seriously and strive to provide constructive, effective and challenging activities and
opportunities for all students regardless of ability, gender or race. All staff have high expectations of all
students and provide positive role models.

All children will have access to a wide range of materials and experiences in order to promote tolerance
and understanding

Health and Safety

Staff adhere to the school’s health and safety policies and procedures. All environments and learning
activities are risk assessed. There is a policy for offsite activities which includes risk assessment. All students
have an individual risk assessment which is considered when planning learning activities.

Religious education

Children are encouraged to build relationships based on mutual respect and trust, to value the world
around them and thus to come to an awareness and understanding of spiritual and moral values. Religious
education is addressed across the curriculum with emphasis on helping children to develop self-awareness
and appreciating other people and their needs.

All religions are respected, holidays and feast days are acknowledged and celebrated through educational
workshops. This enables us to educate children on diversity, culture, behaviour and human rights and
challenge stereotypes, harmful and extreme behaviours. It also gives the children the opportunity to share
something about their own culture, religion or practices.

Sex and Relationship education

Relationship education, including sex education, will be provided after discussion between parents and staff
as to what may be appropriate in view of the child’s needs and stage of development. See Sex and
Relationships Policy.
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SMSC

Curriculum opportunities are identified and provided to:

• Support children who have strong religious and cultural beliefs

• Give children opportunities to look at different religious beliefs and cultural practices.

• Helping children to recognise emotions in themselves and others

• Encouraging children to recognise the likely impact of their behaviour, positive or negative, on themselves
and others

• Promote children’s self-worth and self-esteem through positive reinforcement and the recognition of
small steps achievements in all aspects of their education and life at school

• Celebrate successes and to help children understand and self-assess their achievements by providing
clear success criteria within their level of understanding.

• Help children understand right and wrong

• Encourage children to express their views and giving them a voice

• Understand consequences

• Teach children how to ask for help appropriately and take advice

• Encouraging mutual cooperation and making collective decisions

The school assembly offers children the opportunity to celebrate achievements, events and special
occasions together. It will often have a spiritual or moral focus, whilst on other occasions a class will share
their work with the rest of the school. Children can be withdrawn from assemblies at their parents’ request.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting

• On admission – previous school records are used to assess curriculum coverage and the child’s likely
starting point in terms of age related expectations.

• Initial baseline assessment conducted on entry by class teacher and curriculum opportunities provided to
support children to catch up in curriculum areas where there are gaps.

• Examples of children’s work in books are identified as evidence of progress. Such examples should be
annotated and dated.

• Children are encouraged to share in the selection of ‘special’ pieces of work.

• Track and record individual progress in all curriculum areas over time.

• Complete end of term, year and statutory end of key stage teacher assessments.

• Written report on children’s progress to parents in all subjects at the end of each year.

• Teacher subject evaluations inform future planning and provision.

• Annual review meetings linked to EHC plans provide information to parents about targets linked to
curriculum areas and emotional and social development.

• Termly reports from therapies including impact on progress emotionally and academically.
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Curriculum Monitoring and Review

• Curriculum content and delivery is monitored and reviewed to:

• Evaluate the effectiveness of teaching and learning and the impact of the curriculum on children’s
learning.

• Gather information on outcomes for individuals and the whole school.

• Gather information to inform effective planning for subject and school improvement.

• Make judgments about the success or otherwise of curriculum materials and plans.

• Make judgments about the breadth and balance of the curriculum and equal opportunities.

A range of evidence sources will be used to inform the review process:

• Observation – classroom teaching and learning

• Therapy and its impact.

• Book scrutiny and feedback systems for children.

• Teachers’ planning.

• Progress records.

• Review Evidence – annual review paperwork.

• Interviews – staff and children.

• EHCP meetings.

The evidence provided by the monitoring process is to be used:

• to support the performance management process.

• to identify areas for improvement in the curriculum.

• to identify areas for improvement in curriculum delivery.

• to identify areas for improvement in pupil experience.

• to identify areas of strength and opportunities for dissemination of good practice.

• to identify successful innovations.

The Assistant Head is responsible for monitoring arrangements with support from the Executive Head and
Advisory Board.

The Advisory Board member linked to the Curriculum will visit the school termly to check that curriculum
monitoring and evaluation systems are in place and are having an impact on children’s learning.
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Extra curricular activities – Lunchtime Clubs

Our children are offered the opportunity to explore hobbies that they may not know they have. Throughout
our academic year we offer a timetable of hobbies that our children can trial and explore. Our aim is for our
children to learn how to look after others including animals and have a love for nature, we use lunchtime
clubs within our working academic week, to enhance the child’s academic abilities:

• Animal Club

• Growers Market

• Pond Club

• Mud Kitchen

• Woodwork and DT Club

• Explorers Club

• Yoga

• Fitness Club

In addition, a range of experiences are provided outside the schooling day to bring a rich and diverse
curriculum to our children. Our activities have a range of purposes, including practical skills such as
budgeting, shopping and food preparation. We want children to feel comfortable and able to interact within
mainstream activities and become tolerant, resilient and worldly after they leave Merrywood Education.

School Trips and Visits

These are offered through the academic year and include:

• Boot Camp residential

• Nurture Residential Camp

• Science Museum

• History Museum

• Chessington World of Adventures

• Theatre visit

• Police Stations

• Hospitals

• Restaurants and Coffee Shops

• Supermarkets and Community Markets

• Summer family BBQ
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> 3. Therapy at Merrywood

The wellbeing of the children is our number one priority at Merrywood Education. Through understanding
the root issues and working with the displayed behaviours, our children will be considerably more able to
access their education. We support the children to deal with the current, past and suppressed trauma that
they have experienced, and due to the associated challenges, this will be supported on a sensitive, child-by-
child basis, and facilitated by our team of experts including:

• Speech and Language Therapists

• Psychologists

• Psychotherapists

• Mentors / Key Workers

• Outdoor explorers (Nature experts)

Our varied therapeutic interventions are offered on a daily, weekly and monthly basis depending on
individual needs, as stated on children’s EHCPs. These will help the children to work through any barriers
to learning, whether they be emotional, social, behavioural, sensory or academic. Our aim is to help
children to break down barriers to learning and provide an outlet to tap into their emotional intelligence,
build confidence and build resilience to challenges.

3.1. Therapeutic curriculum

Our team of therapists and teachers have created a unique SEMH curriculum, this means we are able to
address and bring to the forefront a range of topics directly related to the social, emotional and mental
health of our children. These topics are: Understanding Ourselves and Others, understanding our
Emotions, Understanding our Brains, Personal Power, Choices and Responsibilities, Teamwork and
Collaboration and Growth and the Future.

Children work through the SEMH curriculum and complete sessions and activities based upon their own
personal growth. Activities are designed to deepen children’s understanding of themselves and their
identity, learn how to tolerate others and build resilience for change. The sessions offer emotional literacy
and reflection for children to identify their own needs, whilst developing the ability to understand their own
mental health and behaviours.
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3.2. Key workers

Our therapeutic curriculum will mostly be delivered in intervention time with the child and their key worker.
Any full-time member of staff at Merrywood can serve as a key worker to a child and some staff members
will have more than one key children. Children and their parents/carers will be aware of who their key
worker is and this person will often act as a main communication, liaising between school and home. It will
be the key workers role to view the child in unconditional positive regard, despite the behaviours he/she
exhibits (in line with our Behaviour policy). Key workers act as a positive attachment figure for the child in
school, and it is very important that key workers are reliable, consistent and follow through with any
promises they make to the child. Therefore, we strongly advise key workers to not make any promises or
plans with the child that are in any way uncertain, as this can lead to feelings of disappointment and
rejection (which can be retraumatising or retriggering) if the idea is not able to be implemented.

Key workers will be matched with pupils and will be subject to a probation period. If in the instance of a
child and key worker not being a good match for whatever reason, there will be discussions involving both
parties about changing the match, but this will be done very rarely and very sensitively as we are aware that
changes in key adults can cause children to feel abandoned, which may be re-traumatising for some of our
children.
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> 4. Play

We always view the child as a child and believe strongly in the importance of facilitating play. We see play as
a powerful tool to aid behavioural learning and to provide modelling of prosocial behaviours. Thus, play
forms part of our essential daily curriculum at Merrywood Education, as part of our PSHE sessions and
facilitated by a member of our therapy team. We use play to encourage the following:

• Practicing of adult roles

• Explore and challenge negative interactions that the children may experience

• Emotional, creative, cognitive and imagination strength of our children

• Learn new skills such as decision making, sharing, caring, conflict resolution, negotiation and motor skills

• Develop their own identity and characteristics

• Encourage talents and interests

Wilderness therapy is a key part of our curriculum at Merrywood Education, which is based in the rural
countryside, surrounded by nature and animals. Our children will have access to animal therapy on a
weekly basis and will learn how to grow their own fruit and vegetables on the school grounds, as well as
looking after animals on the grounds.
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> 5. Timetable

Community Cohesion is part of our therapeutic timetable and we encourage our community to take an
interest in our school. Children will offer the fruit and vegetables to their neighbours. Neighbours and
businesses will be invited to volunteer within the school, and to build relationships between the children
and responsible, safe adults. Volunteering will range from employment workshops, agriculture clubs, group
reading and baking sessions.

Social therapy is part of many aspects of our day. Please see a sample timetable:

• Breakfast - the first social activity of our nurturing day. Children prepare their own breakfast and sit
together with staff in the dining room to check in, share their morning thoughts, and set daily targets. This
also takes into consideration local authority transport and gives children time to relax following their
journey into school. Many of our children come from a range of areas and journeys can be quite lengthy.

• Wilderness Therapy - animal care, pondlife, maintaining vegetation. Children are encouraged to talk about
how to care for animals and vegetation amongst each other and takes turns on specific jobs (which
incorporate academic topics, particularly in Math’s & Science). Children have their own Merrywood wellies
and waterproof trousers, and are able to enjoy safe, structured outdoor activities, and feel a sense of
responsibility for looking after their school and the animals.

• Mindfulness - children have yoga and meditation as part of their weekly options

• Lunch - lunchtime is used to play games, eat food together, build dens outside, and/or develop cooking
skills. We use this time to build the social skills of our children, whilst educating them on nutritional value
and the link between food, health and wellbeing.

• P.E, Sports, and other Subjects (e.g. Art, History etc.). Between lunch and the end of day, children will have
the opportunity to explore other subjects within our connected curriculum, and these will change from
day to day.

• End of day jobs - Children are encouraged to tidy up, get ready to talk about what they have achieved in
the day.
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> 6. Life skills

Our timetable has been set with one common goal and that is for children to be educated within an
environment that makes them happy, safe and successful. The life skills we are entirely committed to
helping our children to achieve timetable works towards achieving the following essential life skills:

These experiences support the learning within the rest of our curriculum, including increased energy, focus
and problem-solving capabilities, which are utilised within our more academic curricular areas.

• Provides opportunities for lifelong change.

• Encourages children to become aware of, and develop, their skills and interests.

• Is individualised and recognises progress and celebrates achievement.

• Provides opportunities for children to “make good choices” and builds self- esteem.

• Prepares children for life beyond Merrywood, including reintegration to mainstream settings in Secondary
for most of our children.

• Supports children to ‘be healthy’, ‘stay safe’, and ‘make a positive contribution’

• Promotes our children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and enables them to become
active citizens.

• Is accessible to all children.

• Empathy

• Imagination

• Team work

• Social communication

• Independence

• Resilience

• Tolerance

• Risk assessment

• Decision making
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> 7. Example of our connected curriculum

For example, our module ‘Growing’, which will see the children planting seeds and hatching chicken eggs,
will incorporate all of the above subjects. Children will be required to calculate how much water is needed
to feed the growing seeds, and how much space they will need to grow (Maths). Children will learn about
the life cycle and conduct experiments with the plants and write up their findings (Science). Children will
write up their reflections and create posters/adverts for selling the eggs (the unfertilized ones!) to the local
community (English & Global Learning). The children will creatively depict this process in a way that they
choose, such as film or painting (Art). During P.E we will include playing physical games using the vocabulary
that has been learnt for the module. Children will consider how they have grown themselves, and what they
need for a nurturing environment, thus targeting PSHE and our own aims around supporting SEMH and
encouraging personal development.

Ash Class: Summer 1 – Hola! South America

This central theme of this topic is South America. In Geography lessons the children will be studying South
America as a continent, researching the climate and mountain ranges, understanding the human
geography of the continent, learning about the economy and trade links and making detailed comparisons
with the UK. In Art and Design lessons the children will be studying South American street art and murals,
embedding their understanding of South American culture in their own stencil designs and artwork. In Food
and Nutrition Technology the children will be immersed in the South American cuisine. Lessons involve
taste testing a variety of traditional foods, finding out about harvesting, farming and exporting foods and
cooking South American dishes such as Brazilian Cheese Rolls (Pao de Queijo), Chicken Empanadas and
Salsa.

Date: April 2021

Date of review: April 2022



The Old Pheasantry, Merrywood Grove, Tadworth KT20 7HF

01737 336352

admissions@merrywood.org.uk

merrywood.org.uk


