
HOME LEARNING POLICY

APRIL 2021



Page 2Home Learning Policy • 2021

> Introduction

Merrywood Education is a therapeutic trauma informed school and we recognise the difficulties that some
children and families face with home learning. This policy has been written with careful consideration of
the individual needs of our children and families here at Merrywood. One of our biggest drivers is that
every child is able to thrive and reach their maximum capacity both academically and within their social,
emotional and mental health (SEMH) and home learning can be used for an array of things:

• Joining up school and home and really walking hand in hand with each other to drive the expectation
of learning

• Spending quality time with parent/carer and children

• Embracing our SEMH learning model and bringing home some of the emotional literacy that the children
learn here at school

• Enabling your child to show case and feel a sense of achievement and success for learning within their
family home

• Children get to share their new SEMH strategies with members of their home

• Building parent/carer and child relationships through games and creative tasks

We would love all of our families to embrace home learning and give it a good go, under no circumstances
will a child or family will be 'judged’ or ‘sanctioned' for non-completion.

Covid-19 Update

With Covid-19 taking very many twists and turns we will increase our screen time with children should the
school need to close to support families with home learning. We will be using the Seesaw platform to
provide and set work and Microsoft Teams to hold virtual lessons and sessions with children.



Page 3Home Learning Policy • 2021

> Aims and Objectives

• Enable children to make maximum progress in their academic and personal development

• Increase interest and knowledge in a theme and practise key skills

• Develop good work habits and self-discipline for the future

• Help parents/carers gain an insight into their child’s school learning and promote a partnership
between home and school

• Provide opportunities for individualised learning and develop skills of independent learning

• Consolidate and reinforce learning done in school and assist in preparation for future class learning

• Provide a context for child/parent interaction

• Develop and build family relationships

• Prepare children for the demands of Secondary School
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>What is Home Learning?

We want to move away from seeing Home Learning as a chore, and so aim to set activities and games that
are enjoyable and interesting for both the child and parents/carers.

At Merrywood, we acknowledge the importance of role of play, extra-curricular clubs and free time in a
child’s growth and development. We see home learning as encompassing a wide range of possibilities. Here
are some examples:

• Research or a ‘talking’ activity

• Reading with an adult

• Spelling, maths and topic activities that are play based, active or through an online game

• Creative based tasks e.g. cooking, art, design projects

We believe that home learning is a two-way process. Teachers may ask for tasks to be done at home but
are delighted to learn about children’s success in other aspects of their lives. We will seek to recognise this
in school and encourage children to share their achievements with their school family.
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> Organisation of Home Learning

All classes will follow a similar, but needs based, format for home learning tasks. Teachers will establish a
regular pattern for home learning and parents shall be informed. Teachers will discuss individual systems
and expectations for home learning with their own class.

This should consist of:

• Home Learning activities set via SeeSaw (log in codes to be sent home via email) or through a
Home Learning book

• Children responding to activities online via SeeSaw with photos and recordings or in their
Home Learning book

• Daily shared reading with a parent/carer, logged in the reading record provided

When teachers set home learning, they will ensure that:

• It is always clearly related to current areas of study within the classroom

• It is meaningful and manageable

• The task is made clear to children and matched to their individual needs

• Time scales for completion and submission are explicit and adequate

• Feedback which may be written, or verbal is given as promptly as possible

• Problems or difficulties encountered by children are dealt with swiftly

• Regular completion of tasks, and work of a high standard, is recognised and celebrated

• Children will be expected to complete reading and other needs-based tasks if possible
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> Amount of Home Learning

> Reading

Where appropriate to individual needs, we increase the amount of home learning that we give children as
they move through the school. Reading is a priority within the home learning schedule and should be
completed daily.

We place reading at the heart of home learning and would expect children to complete this first and to do it
daily. Every child should read to an adult for at least 10 minutes (15 minutes daily reading in upper KS2).
We would also like to encourage every child in the school to be read to every day as this is an
opportunity to share advanced vocabulary and knowledge with children. A Book at Bedtime!
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> Home Learning Summary

1 hour per week (10 minutes daily
reading is included in this)

Daily reading at home

Phonics or number games or a topic
based fun activity

Daily reading at home

Phonics or number games or a topic
based fun activity

Daily reading at home

Spelling or times table games or a topic
based fun activity

Daily reading at home

Spelling or times table games or a topic
based fun activity

1 hour per week (10 minutes daily
reading is included in this)

1 hour per week (10 minutes daily
reading is included in this)

1 hour per week (10 minutes daily
reading is included in this)

Oak

Willow

Cherry

Chestnut

Types of activities Suggested time

> School Holiday Home Learning Tasks

Home learning will not formally be set during the school holidays. It is anticipated however, that all children
will continue to read to another adult regularly.
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> Feedback

Home learning will be marked and/or acknowledged and feedback will be given to children. This may take a
variety of forms according to the task set, such as:

• Class discussion about the task

• Individual written feedback via SeeSaw or Home Learning books

• Individual verbal feedback via SeeSaw or in class

• Praise and celebration

Parents are encouraged to give teachers any useful feedback. This may include:

• Notes in the Communication book

• Notes in the Reading Record Book

• Notes via SeeSaw activities or Home Learning books

We look forward to embracing our home learning together.

Point of contact our Head of Teaching and Learning
Miss Laura Grace – laura.grace@merrywood.org.uk

Date: April 2021

Date of review: April 2022
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The Old Pheasantry, Merrywood Grove, Tadworth KT20 7HF

01737 336352

admissions@merrywood.org.uk

merrywood.org.uk


